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Alicia Arney stands with collected items for the children’s
consignment sale she organizes. The sale is scheduled to take place

next week.

Arney prepares

for annual
charity event

Abingdon mother
loves a good find
at a good deal
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With just a few days re-
maining before kicking' off
her sixth Wee -Cycle It chil-
dren’s con51gnment sale, Ali-
_cia Arney was beyond bfisy,
catching her breath during
_ the hectic errand of picking

up clothing racks from sev-
eral locations around town.

To transform ' the large
empty space at the Wood-
land Hills Christian ‘Church
in Abingdon, which hosts the
sale, into an organized venue
for selling used children’s
clothing and other items, Ar-
ney and her team need racks,
and lots of them.

“We've gotten some donat-
ed, some loaned and we've
bought some more,” she
said. “We beg, borrow, basi-
cally everything but steal.”

Arney, a former event plan-
_ner, is the creator and driv-
~. ing force behind the bian-
nual sale, which began in the
fall of 2008 with a few dozen
consignors and has grown to

more than 200. Consignors.

will bring thousands of items
ranging from furniture and

gear to toys and clothing to
the two-day sale, which takes
place this weekend.

The effort involved is mon-
umental, but Arney’s motiva-
tion to see each sale succeed
always proves more so.

“Alicia doesn’t miss a beat,”
said Sharon Rowe, the host-
ing church’s ministry coordi-
nator and a regular consign-
or and shopper. “She always
has her long lists of things to

do, and she’s totally hands-
on but also willing to hear
thoughts and ideas from ev-
erybody invelved.”

In fact, Wee-Cycle It de-
pends on a large volunteer
base to tackle the tasks of
setting up the space, orga-
nizing items, checking out
shoppers, calculating each

consignor’s profits, and en- °
suring quality control; Arney
‘has specific standards for

making sure items are sturdy,
stain-free and in compliance

with safety regulations per-
.taining to the sale of chil-

dren’s items.

Most of the core group of
volunteers first got involved
with the simple goal of sav-
ing money on their children’s
clothing, Arney said. “And

" then they see a bigger picture

— thatithis is about our com-
munity making good .use of
resources we already have.”
Beyond this appeal to good
stewardship, Arney empha-
sized the sale supports sever-

al charitable causes. Unsold .

items that consignors choose:

to donate are made available
to school guidance counsel-

ors and the local ministry

Ecumenical Faith in Action,
to distribute to children in

need. Then, a large portion
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ican Repubhc
~ “Péople know thisi is ben-
eﬁcml in so many ways, to
have a convenient place
to- and sell, and to
do something that helps
people who are less for-
tunate,” Arney sa1d “It's a
wm-wm win.” : )
_ The idea for Wee- Cycle It
came from huge consign-
ment sales the Abingdon
native and mother of two
attended when she lived

near Atlanta for ayear. She

saw great value in having
a we]l-orgamzed system
for parents to buy and sell
used, high-quality items.

o
e returned several times

eergla just to partici-
tein oneldrge sale. “The

from Virginia,” Arney said,
laughmg
" After
,’ ough she began to c1-
vision such a resource in
- her own community, and

‘a member, and then ex-

‘tions from

ed back to Abingdon, - |

organizers know me as :
that crazy mom who came .

several years,

Wee-Cycle It was born,
first housed at the his-

 toric Fraley House at Sink-

ring Presbyterian
h, where Arney is

<

anded at the Woodland

‘Hills' fac1hty in the fall of

2009.
| ]ust really like a good

‘deal,” Arney said. “And ‘I

think bargaining is kind
of in my blood. My grand-
father was an auctioneer
and I used t

or5%

The fam1ly also ran an
antique shop, where her
father refinished furniture
and Arney grew to love the
idea of ﬁnding new uses
for old things. -

That passion, coupled
with what volunteer Gina
Mittag called “the organi-
zational skills I dream of,”
has helped Wee-Cycle It
grow into a fixture of the
parenting commumty in
Abingdon. = %9 ey

“She’s  so energetic,
and so good at recog-
nizing the gifts o _oth-
ers,” Mittag said. (We all
complement each other,
but Alicia is the one that’s
gutsy enough to bringit all
together.”




